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SUBJECT: LAO STUDENTS TO BEGIN STUDIES ABROAD 

1 . A LAO OFFICIAL IN THE FINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
TOLD A RELIABLE EMBASSY SOURCE AUGUST 15 THAT THE USSR 

HAS GRANTED 600 NEW SCHOLARSHIPS TO BE USED BY LAO STUDENTS 
FOR STUDY IN THE SOVIET UNION. 

2. A LAO STUDENT WHO RECENTLY RETURNED FROM STUDIES IN 
FRANCE HAD EARLIER TOLD SAME SOURCE THAT 22 LAO STUDENTS 
WHO RETURNED FROM FRANCE TO LAOS FOR "POLITICAL EDUCATION" 

WILL BE SENT TO RESUME THEIR STUDIES IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA AT 
THE END OF AUGUST. THE LAO STUDENT HAD ALSO SAID THAT 
OTHER STUDENTS RETURNING FROM STUDIES IN FRANCE SOON 
WILL BE SENT TO RESUME THEIR STUDIES IN EAST GERMANY. 
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3. OVER ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY LAO YOUTHS FROM VARIOUS 
PROVINCES OF LAOS ARE BEING TEMPORARILY HOUSED IN 
VIENTIANE PREPARATORY TO DEPARTURE TO FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
WHERE THEY WILL BEGIN STUDIES IN VARIOUS FIELDS. AT 
LEAST 12 OF THESE STUDENTS. ACCORDING TO A THIRD 
RELIABLE SOURCE, WILL BE GOING TO CUBA TO BEGIN STUDIES 

IN AGRICULTURAL SCIENCE. 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


4. COMMENT: IT REMAINS TO BE SEEN WHETHER OR NOT 
LPDR CAN FILL ALL 600 SCOLARSHIPS (PARA 1 ) IN 1977. 
CORCORAN 
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